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The Optimistic Philosophy in “Candide”
A big question that most of the individual often ask is “why do bad things happen to good people?” most philosophers and religious figures have tried to answer this frequently asked question for several centuries. However, no one has managed to pinpoint the exact answer to this question. The Candide author responds to answers to this question that were given by some philosophers of his time. The story acquires a better meaning from the philosophy discussed all through the novel. The philosophy enables the chronological flow of the story (Gale, 2015).
One of the main themes of the entire novel is set by the Pangloss’ (a representation of Leibnizian worldview) optimistic philosophy provision of the quote “best of all possible worlds”. The quote is the main reason behind the Pangloss’ philosophy although it makes no sense. There are several illogical arguments that are used to support this Philosophy such as the spectacles were only designed to fit the nose but not the other way round. The characters go under several brutal misfortunes throughout their entire lives hence making the philosophy to undergo brutal attacks as the novel progresses (Majksner, Et al., 2016). The philosophy helps in setting up a great debate in the novel of those characters with a pessimistic view and those with an optimistic view. The author of Candide uses this Pangloss’ philosophy in demonstrating the main point. The philosophy helps creates a recurring theme in the novel since the author so strongly opposes this philosophy all throughout the story.
The purpose of writing this novel seems to be expressing satire. A good example of satire from this story is the Optimistic view. The novel is more interesting buy how the author responds to the different philosophers of the time especially Leibniz in particular. Leibniz I his philosophy is said to claim that God is perfect, all-powerful, and good, therefore, deserves no less than the perfect world (Gale, 2015). Leibniz uses the God’s perfection to claim that we live in the best of a possible world. Leibniz also claims that the disobedience of people brings evil to the world. Therefore, Leibniz tries to use optimism to make a response to all uncontrollable circumstances within the society. 
Apart from satire, the author of the novel also uses techniques of exaggeration in contrasting the brutality of war and evil and the world in general when individuals who are struggling with accepting their fate. Systematic optimism is represented by the use of Leibniz who is a philosophical system and had a strong belief that no matter how everything needed to be done for the best (Gale, 2015).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The novel further explains how accepting situations and bot always making attempts to change them or even trying to overcome them can be much damaging. The acceptance of the situation is well explained by the author's life (Majksner, Et al., 2016). The novel speculates how life is entirely full of struggle but explains how acceptance of the fate that people find themselves in could bring more productivity to the society hence making individuals more responsible. All the evils that the Candide comes across majorly contradicts optimism. The novel is developed to give solutions to the circumstances and questions that people but not evil. 
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